École Whitehorse Elementary School

Admission, Extended Temporary Absence 

and Transfers Out of the French Immersion Program Policy

Policy Statement:
To provide a procedure for: 

a) admitting students to French Immersion Program;

b)  re-admitting students into the French Immersion Program from an extended temporary absence (one year maximum); and

c)  transferring students out of  the French Immersion Program. 
Rationale: In the French Immersion Program (“Program”), all of the courses with the exception of English Language Arts are offered in French to students who have little or no knowledge of the French language upon their entry into the Program. French is the medium of instruction and the subject of instruction whereby the curriculum has the same expected learning outcomes as the English Program. Students learn the French language mainly through practice in three means of communication: oral, written and viewing. It is, therefore, in this a rich linguistic milieu where students learn the French language by interacting with their environment. In the case of short absences from the Program, students are able with extra efforts on behalf of the staff, parents and teachers, to successfully reintegrate into the classroom. In the case of extended absence from the Program in excess of one year, administration and staff have repeatedly noted that the gaps in the students’ second language learning become too challenging. Based on the experiences of the teaching staff and administration and in the best interests of the student’s learning, class dynamics, the availability of support services and to foster the ideal second language learning experience, students may not return to the Program after an absence of more than one school year. 
Admission
Students shall enter the Program in either Kindergarten/Grade 1 (Early French Immersion) or Grade 6 (Late French Immersion) subject to enrollment availability. 

Admission to the Program shall be granted in order of registration. Siblings of students already enrolled in the Program will have priority in the kindergarten enrollment process. 

Students transferring from outside of the Yukon and who are already enrolled in a French Immersion program will be placed in the Program subject to space availability.

New students to the Program must begin the school year when classes are scheduled to commence and as such will not be eligible for admission after September of that school year. 

Extended Temporary Absence
Parents planning an absence of one year's duration or less (minimum 3 months away) (ie. family trip, sabbatical, etc.) who wish their child/children to re-enter the Program upon their return are requested to observe the following:

a) 
Prior to departure, parents must indicate in writing to the principal the expected date of  their return to the Program. If the student starts the school year, he/she may come back to the Program if the return is planned within the same school year.

b) 
Parents need to be aware that spaces cannot be reserved for students for the following year if the students leave the Program for a full year. 

c) 
Upon return, parents must contact the school to register the student(s) in the Program.

d) 
In the case of absences from the Program longer than one year, students will not be re-admitted into the Program.

Transfers Out of the Program
Parents can make the decision to transfer their child’s enrollment from the Program to another school at any time.

Transfers out of the Program to an English program may be made in consultation with parents/guardians and the school-based team to address the specific needs of that student.

Receiving schools should have reasonable advance notice of the student transfer.

Both principals involved will communicate for the purpose of information sharing and to facilitate  the transfer for the student.

Once the decision to withdraw a student from the Program has been made, parents/students will be asked to complete an exit survey to help École Whitehorse Elementary School gather data. 
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ÉCOLE WHITEHORSE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

WITHDRAWAL FORM 

FRENCH IMMERSION PROGRAM TO REGULAR PROGRAM 
After following the school procedures for withdrawing students from the French Immersion Program and in consultation with the educators involved, it is recommended that the following student transfer from the French Immersion Program to an English program. 

Student name: _______________________________________

Grade: ___________ 

Date of change of program: ______________

I hereby request a change of program for my child, from the French Immersion Program to an English program. 

Date: ______________

Parent / Guardian Signature: _______________________________________

Immersion Principal’s Signature: ___________________________________

Additional comments: ____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_____ _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_____ _________________________________________________________

The original copy of this form is to be kept in student CUM card.


