
Welcome back 
I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to everyone for their patience 
and understanding as we continue to develop routines and procedures to 
keep everyone safe. I also want to acknowledge the efforts of staff to ensure 
we have a successful reentry this year. Students have been working hard to 
adapt to our new safe practices - lining up in the mornings and after school, 
taking the necessary step back when asked and practicing appropriate hand 
hygiene. Together we can stay in school and stay safe. When the measures 
become a challenge, the students are reminded that we are doing this 
because we care.  

Classes A, B, C 
To keep the number of students in the halls to a minimum, to reduce the 
volume of students on the playground and to mitigate large number of 
students mixing, we identified each class within a grade as A, B, or C. In this 
way, we have a third of the students in the halls at a time and a third on the 
playground. The benefits of this arrangement besides the intended reduction 
in students, include less conflicts at recess and less accidents. The downside, 
however, is that students cannot see their school aged peers should they 
happen to be in another class. While we recognize that this is difficult, we 
are in an older building with halls that are under 2 m wide and have a 
smallish playground. These measures ensure that everyone can safely return 
to school.  

Masks 
The most effective way to keep others healthy continues to be maintaining a 
safe physical distance, frequent hand washing and staying home when sick. 
When we are unable to maintain the required physical distance, masks are 
recommended. Our grades 5-7s are reminded to wear a mask in the halls to 
keep everyone safe. For more information see: https://yukon.ca/en/
guidance-non-medical-mask-use-schools  
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School Photos  
September 21, 22 
and 23:individual 
photos. No class 
photos at this time 

School Calendar 
Is now on line - 
see:https://
www.whitehorseele
mentary.com/  

Pizza Days  
As we work out our 
new protocols, Pizza 
Days are 
temporarily on hold
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Busing 

Bus Routes have been updated as of September 
8th.  For more information, see:https://yukon.ca/
en/news/school-bus-routes-being-updated 

Bells: 
• School Start Bell : 8:25 
• School Dismissal Bell 3:05 

Parking Lot 
A reminder that the drop-off zone is for a kiss and a wave. If you need to accompany your child to 
the front door, please use the parking spots located in the lot, Third Avenue or Black Street. Buses 
require space to turn, so please be observant of the NO PARKING signs on Third avenue. Please drive 
slowly through the parking lot and around the school zone. Also remember that morning supervision 
does not start before 8:05. Thank you.  

Recess: A Classes B Classes C Classes 

Morning 
Recess

10:05-10:20 10:20 -10:35 10:35-10:50

Lunch 
Recess

12:00-12:30 12:30-1:00 1:00-1:30

Lunch 12:30 12:00 12:30
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PLAYING TAG DURING COVID 
Our Physical Education classes have been conducted, rain 
or shine, outside in our soccer field. Students have been 
learning to play old games with a new twist. The students 
here are playing tag with pool noodles. Mia Lee from RPAY 
is starting a new program, teaching our older students 
how to support younger students with physically 
distanced recess games. We are learning new tricks. 
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Sick? What do I do?  
This year, it is very important to keep your child home if they have any symptoms 
of a common cold, influenza, COVID-19 or other infectious respiratory disease. 
Please watch your child for any of the following symptoms: Fever, Chills, Cough, Fatigue, Shortness 
of Breath, Muscle Aches, Nausea or vomiting, Headache, Runny Nose, Loss of taste or smell, Loss of 
appetite, Sore Throat, Diarrhea. If you child shows one or more symptoms - use the self-assessment 
tool:https://service.yukon.ca/en/covid-19-self-assessment/ and KEEP YOUR CHILD HOME until your 
child is symptom-free, a health provider has cleared them to return to school or you have a negative 
COVID test. Visit yukon.ca/covid-19.  

Pete the Cat 
Pete the Cat is a flexible guy; No matter what colour his shoes 
are, Pete keeps movin' and groovin' and singing his 
song...because it's all good. Students in Mme Read’s grade 2 
class are learning to be flexible thinkers in these different 
times. Because it is all good! 

Fundraising 
We will be fundraising again this year using From the Ground Up - a farm to table educational 
program that helps students understand how food comes to our table while promoting veggies grown 
here in the Yukon. Your child will be bringing home a From the Ground Up envelope. Please respect 
the new COVID considerations - no door to door campaigning. We are buying physical education 
equipment and Spark Bikes for more of our classrooms with these funds. If you have questions, 
please contact Mme Sharon (sharon.maccoubrey@gov.yk.ca). Envelopes are due on September 28th 
and Pick up will be on October 15th 3-6 pm. 

Orange Shirt Day - September 30th 
Wear your orange shirt and start a conversation. The annual Orange Shirt Day on 
September 30th opens the door to global conversation on all aspects of Residential 
Schools. It is an opportunity to create meaningful discussion about the effects of 
Residential Schools and the legacy they have left behind.This is an opportunity for 

discussion and reconciliation. Every Child Matters. See https://www.orangeshirtday.org/yukon.html 
for more on the history of the Orange Shirt Day and why Every Child Matters.  

 3

ÉWES NEWLETTER SEPTEMBER 7, 2020

https://service.yukon.ca/en/covid-19-self-assessment/
http://yukon.ca/covid-19
mailto:sharon.maccoubrey@gov.yk.ca
https://www.orangeshirtday.org/yukon.html


School Council Elections and AGM  
The ÉWES School Council wishes to advise you that this is an election year for the Yukon School 
Councils.  

• September 14th, 10 am. Notice of Nominations:  Candidates may submit their nomination papers. 

• September 24th Close of Nominations: Returning officer will accept nomination papers until noon. 

• October 5 - Polling Day 

AGM - ÉWES School Council will be holding their Annual General Meeting at 7pm on October 13th.  

COVID Considerations & Office News 
Q: Can parents come into the school? A: Yes & No. We are doing everything we can to limit numbers 
in the halls and in the school. We ask that parents drop off and pick students at the designated pick 
up spots (along the school on the primary side for our youngest students). We will not be hosting 
large events this year so our Open House will be conducted virtually (you will receive information 
from your child’s teacher in the coming days) and our Communicating Student Progress events will 
be altered as well. However, if you need to meet with a teacher, please make an appointment, hand 
sanitize upon entry to the school and classroom, and wear a mask.  

Q: What are the rules around cell phones? A: “Si je le vois, c’est à moi” ( If I see it, it is mine)… Cell 
phones may not be seen in the halls, on the school grounds or in the classes. Keep them safely stored 
away. Know that with COVID, lockers are not secured and we do not assume any responsibility for 
student cell phones. If you need to reach your child, call the school before 2:30 to leave a message. 
Classrooms all have phones and in the case of an emergency, students may ask to call home.  

Q: Who do I contact when my child will be absent? Please let us know 
667-8083 or email anne.Harrison@yesnet.yk.ca (she has to call out all 
absent students); you could help save her from making one more call. 
Thank you.  

Q: What if my child is late? Late slips are required after 8:40 at the office. 
Between 8:25-8:40, they can proceed directly to their classrooms. 

Q: Student Verification Forms? A: These forms need to have correct and 
up to date information for this school year. You will be receiving this form 
in the coming days - watch for them, verify and return as soon as possible.  

Please send in all signed forms and school activity fees.
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